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Above: CLP13 in the colours of its new owner, Australian Southern Railroad, leads CLP8 with 

AM3/9756, the up Patrick superfreighter, down the grade from Gheringhap on Fri.5.6.98 Terry Dexter 
Below: Great Northern Rail Service’s ex Westrail J103 leads T381 through Derrinallum on the down 
journey as it heads the Rail Tourist Association’s tour to Vite Vite Loop on Sat.30.5.98 Darren Wood 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


JULY 
Esco a5) 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1948: Closure of Burrumbeet Junction - 
Burrumbeet Racecourse line. (50) 

Ist, 1953: Closure of Bittern - Red Hill line. (45) 

Ist, ne Southern Aurora takes on MotoRail. 
(25 

ist, 1983: STA and MET established. (15) 

2nd, 1883: Opening of Colac - Camperdown 
line. (115) 

2nd, 1883, Opening of Korong Vale - Boort line. 
(115) 

3rd, 1978: Closure of Carlsruhe - Daylesford 
line. (20) 

4th, 1898: Camberwell - Ashburton line re- 
opened. (100) 

9th, 1908: Tocumwal Bridge - Tocumwal opened. 
(90) 

20th, 1923: First electric goods loco (Bo-Bo 
type) built at Newport and Jolimont 
Workshops in service. (75) 

21st, 1933: First all-welded steel goods wagon in 
the world built at Newport Workshops. (65) 

24th, 1993: Last Melbourne to Leongatha 
passenger train service, with P18 - FSH set. 


5 
28th, 1953: Closure of Newlyn - Daylesford 
Junction line. (45) 
1953: First of 60 J class, 2-8-0 type locos built by 
Vulcan Foundry Ltd, Lancashire, England. 
(45) 


AUGUST 
[iss] 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1883: Opening of Scarsdale Junction - 
Scarsdale line. (115) 

Ist, 1978: Closure of Mortlake Junction - 
Mortlake line. (20) 

3rd, 1973: Loco 12NA in service with Puffing 
Billy Preservation Society. (25) 

4th, 1863: Contracts awarded for completion of 
railway to Echuca. (135) 

8th, 1913: Opening of Gheringhap - Maroona 
line. (85) 

15th, 1938: Opening of Yarrawonga - Oaklands 
line. (60) 

18th, 1873: Opening of Violet Town - Benalla 
line. (125) 

20th, 1993: Last Melbourne to Bairnsdale 
passenger train. (5) 

21st, 1983: V/Line name, new livery and logo 
announced. (15) 

21st, 1993: Last Dimboola to Melbourne 
passenger train. (5) 

22nd, 1923: First wig-wag signal installed at 
Amess Street level crossing, North Carlton. 
(75) 

22nd, 1993: Hoy’s Coach line assumed control of 
Melbourne to Shepparton passenger train 
operation. (5) 

26th, 1858: Contract awarded for construction of 
Geelong - Ballarat railway. (140) 

1953: Last year of operation of narrow gauge rail 
services between Upper Ferntree Gully and 
Gembrook. (45) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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NEW TRANSPORT 
APPOINTMENTS 


Mr Andrew Neal, formerly General 
Manager of Australian National, suc- 
ceeded Mr Ian Dobbs as Chief Execu- 
tive Officer of the Public Transport 
Corporation from Fri.1.5. 

Mr Neal successfully managed Aus- 
tralian National during the privatis- 
ation of its services last year. Mr Neal 
indicated that his role is to ensure that 
the transition from the PTC to the new 
private operators is as smooth as 
possible. 

The Transport Reform Unit in the 
Department of Treasury and Finance is 
overseeing the privatisation process. 
The Director of the unit will be Mr 
Jim McMeckan, formerly of Macquarie 
Bank. 


PASSENGER GUARANTEES 


The Minister of Transport, Mr Robin 
Cooper, recently released a twelve- 
point package of measures to protect 
passengers’ rights and improved ser- 
vice quality on Victoria’s trains and 
trams under a privatised transport 
system. 

The PTC is being restructured into 
five separate business units: 


Hillside Trains 
Bayside Trains 
Yarra Trams 
Swanston Trams 
V/Line Passenger 


On Wed.15.4 the remaining Govern- 
ment Bus Company, Met Bus, was 
taken over by Melbourne Bus Link, a 
consortium of private sector operators. 
The new contract represents a 20% per 
annum saving to the taxpayer in the 
annual costs of operating Met Bus. 

The five business units are to be cor- 
poratised from Wed.1.7, with their 
own boards, assets and personnel. 
They will then be franchised to private 
operators under tightly drawn, fixed 
term service contracts. Private oper- 
ators will bid against each other for the 
right to operate Victoria’s passenger 
trains and trams. 

The Government will be buying ser- 
vices from the private sector providers, 
but will remain in control of fares, 
service levels, performance and safety. 

Operators will be required to invest 
in rollingstock, maintain and improve 
stations and will be required to actively 
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look to provide extra services, express 
services, Sunday services, etc. 


FREIGHT VICTORIA 


Freight Victoria Ltd, a company for- 
med by a consortium consisting of Rail 
America, Macquarie Bank and SERCO 
Australia has announced its intentions 
to bid for V/Line Freight Corporation. 
The consortium has appointed for- 
mer V/Line Freight Managing Director, 
Marinus Van Onselen as Chief Execu- 
tive of Freight Victoria. Mr Van 
Onselen, who has thirty years of Aus- 
tralian transport experience in both 
private and public sectors, is highly 
regarded for his leadership skills. 


NEW DISPLAYS KEEP 
COMMUTERS INFORMED 


A new computer-based passenger 
information system is now operating 
at Flinders Street station, Melbourne’s 
busiest railway station. 

The new, flip-over system, similar 
to airport departure screens, gives 
train travellers up-to-date information 
about their services, departure plat- 
forms and stopping conditions of each 
train. 

Four passenger information boards 
have been installed, one under the 
station dome, two inside the main 
concourse and one at the Elizabeth 
Street entrance. Total cost of the 
boards, each measuring six metres by 
four metres and weighing 3.5 tonnes, 
is $1 million. 

Hillside Trains Managing Director, 
Mr Roger Mendes, said: ‘The new 
boards and their clear precise details 
will be appreciated by all rail travellers. 

‘By providing the information on a 
single large board means a traveller can 
quickly work out their travel options 
rather than having to look at numerous 
screens. 

‘As well as giving next train depar- 
ture information, the boards have a 
digital clock and space for information 
on special or altered services. 

‘The boards update automatically as 
they are connected to the train oper- 
ation’s computer system at Metrol, 
the operations centre of Melbourne’s 
train network. 

‘I can also assure Melburnians, the 
historic clocks on the steps of the main 
entrance to Flinders Street station will 
continue to provide departure times.’ 


(PTC News Release) 


TOORONGA STATION 
DAMAGED BY FIRE 


During March, the concrete slab 
station building on the up platform at 
Tooronga was damaged by fire. During 
the morning peak on the day con- 
cerned, no up Glen Waverley trains 
stopped at Tooronga. It is believed that 
the fire was caused by an electrical fault. 


AUTOMATIC TICKETING 
AVAILABLE ON THE 
HURSTBRIDGE LINE 


Automatic ticketing machines became 
available to customers at stations be- 
tween Hurstbridge and Jolimont on 
the following dates: 


Hurstbridge: 17 February 1998 
Wattle Glen: 18 February 1998 
Diamond Creek: 18 February 1998 
Eltham: 19 February 1998 
Montmorency: 19 February 1998 
Greensborough: 20 February 1998 
Watsonia: 20 February 1998 
Macleod: 25 February 1998 
Rosanna: 25 February 1998 
Heidelberg: 26 February 1998 
Eaglemont: 26 February 1998 
Ivanhoe: 27 February 1998 
Darebin: 27 February 1998 
Alphington: 17 March 1998 
Fairfield: 17 March 1998 

Dennis: 17 March 1998 
Westgarth: 18 March 1998 
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Clifton Hill: 19 March 1998 
Victoria Park: 19 March 1998 
Collingwood: 20 March 1998 
North Richmond: 20 March 1998 
West Richmond: 24 March 1998 
Jolimont: 24 March 1998 


AUTOMATIC TICKETING 
MACHINES AT V/LINE 
STATIONS 


Automatic ticket issuing machines at 
the eight V/Line Passenger stations 
within the Met fare zone were commis- 
sioned on the following dates: 

Ardeer: 3 April 1998 

Deer Park: 3 April 1998 

Rockbank: 6 March 1998 

Melton: 6 March 1998 

Sydenham: 5 March 1998 

Diggers Rest: 5 March 1998 

Sunbury: 5 March 1998 

Craigieburn: 3 March 1998 


GREEN STAR PARCELS 
OFFICE RELOCATED 


The Green Star parcels office at Spen- 
cer Street station was relocated to the 
former Rail Transport Officers build- 
ing in the station car park from 
Mon.16.3. The parcels office had pre- 
viously been located at the Yarra River 
end of platform No.1 in the last 
remaining building at Spencer Street 


that pre-dates the launch of standard 
gauge passenger services to Sydney 
in 1962. 


ON-TRAIN CATERING 
PROMOTION 


V/Line Passenger staff handed out free 
sandwich samples on the 12 00 down 
Albury on Mon.16.2 in a bid to raise the 
profile (and hopefully boost sales) of 
the on-train catering service provided 
on this train. 


PTC LIBRARY CLOSES 


The PTC Library located on the ninth 
floor of Transport House (589 Collins 
Street) was closed from Fri.1.5. The 
library collection was transferred and 
merged with the Department of Plan- 
ning Library in Nauru House (80 
Collins Street) after this date. 

The PTC Library had been operat- 
ing since 1975. It had been originally 
located in the old VR Head Office at 
67 Spencer Street, but was relocated to 
the ninth floor of Transport House 
in about 1985. In 1993, the size of the 
library collection and the number of 
library staff employed were dramati- 
cally reduced as the PTC reviewed all 
aspects of its operations. At the time 
of closure, the library was run by a 
staff of two. 


Bodies of newly constructed suburban cars are placed on the Melbourne wharf prior to their dispatch to 


Philadelphia USA for operator SEPTA. Sat.21.3.98 Michael Bray 
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Steam Driver Training 
On THE GREAT NORTHERN LINE 


SS: training programs had 
previously operated successfully dur- 
ing September-October 1991 and July 
1994. These operations are unique 
in Australia and possibly worldwide, 
attracting much public and media 
attention. The operation of special 
steam trains was here to stay, but by 
mid 1996 with the retirement and res- 
ignation of many qualified V/Line 
steam drivers and firemen there was 
an urgent need to train new engine- 
men in steam operation. So for a three 
week period from 12 May until 30 May 
1997, a program was set up to train 
five V/Line diesel locomotive drivers 

in a course to become qualified steam - 
drivers. This course involved each - 
driver undergoing a theory examination in the technical 
aspect of steam locomotives, as well as doing three return 
trips to Bendigo on a high speed passenger train and return- 
ing on a freight run. 


THE PREPARATION AND TRAINING 


In the winter of 1996, V/Line Freight Movements Inspector, 
Peter Martin, was given the control and responsibility for 
completely updating, re-writing training manuals and 
improving the steam training programme for drivers and 
firemen. These books were completed and ready for publi- 
cation in December 1996. 


There were then some seventy qualified steam enginemen 
in Victoria and concern was to try and keep the status quo 
and identify key locations where steam locomotives would 
continue to operate. By doing this, key depots could be 
nominated where there needed to be an increase or decrease 
in numbers of qualified enginemen. 


There were several locations where there needed to be an 
increase in the number of qualified steam drivers. These were 
South Dynon (3), Ballarat (2), Bendigo (3) and Seymour (1). 
There were also plans to increase the number of firemen at 
several of these locations. The number of trips required to 
successfully accredit these enginemen was far in excess of 
the number of regular charter trips being operated by steam 
locomotives at the time. It became apparent that in order to 
qualify these enginemen, extra trips utilising steam loco- 
motives on some other type of train was required. 


A notice of intention to examine five enginemen for steam 
driving was sent to those involved giving them about three 
months to prepare themselves. The enginemen undergoing 
the steam driver training were Jim Murty (Dimboola), Lou 
Perna (Ballarat), Stan Ruff (South Dynon), Kevin Johns 
(South Dynon) and Stuart Lodington (South Dynon). 
Opportunity was also taken to re-train Graham Ryan (South 
Dynon) as a steam fireman. In September 1996 Peter Martin 
approached the then V/Line Train Running Manager, John 
Guiry, with a proposal to steam haul regular V/Line passenger 


John Dare 


Over recent years Victorian 
rail fans have been fortunate 
to experience the unique 
appearance of steam 
locomotives operating regular 
V/Line passenger and freight 
train services exclusively for 
the purpose of training 
enginemen in the driving 
and firing techniques of 
steam locomotives 


train services for the training pro- 
gramme. Approval was given to use 
whatever resources were required to 
meet the training needs and liaison was 
immediately commenced with the 
Locomotive Rostering and Timetables 
sections. It was intended to use the 
steam locomotive with the normal 
rostered diesel locomotive for train 
crew rostering purposes and the need 
for the diesel locomotive to provide 
headend power to the passenger car- 
rlages. 

Working with the Locomotive Ros- 
tering section and V/Line Passenger 
Operations department, a number of 
train services were selected to be pos- 

- sible runs on the training programme 
without significant locomotive rostering changes. The prim- 
ary aim was to select a train service and a line corridor which 
would give enginemen sufficient variety to gauge their com- 
petence to operate steam locomotives. The trains selected 
were the 16 37 (No.8033) Spencer Street to Bendigo pas- 
senger train, (later changed to become the 15 50 (No.8027) 
Spencer Street to Bendigo (Monday to Thursday) and 15 50 
(No.8029) Spencer Street to Swan Hill (Friday only), and 
returning on the 20 30 (No.9084) Bendigo to Appleton Dock 
(ex Deniliquin) freight train. The steam locomotive was 
worked back to Melbourne on the freight train for rostering 
requirements. 

The next concern was to have the steam locomotive lead- 
ing the diesel locomotive, a practice very rarely used. The 
reason was to give new drivers proper practical control of the 
train. Negotiations were commenced and a submission was 
presented to the Rail Fleet Management department. The 
next hurdle was to obtain permission to operate the R class 
steam locomotives at the maximum track speed for passenger 
trains. More negotiations were had with the Infrastructure 
department. As a result of these meetings, it was suggested 
that the R class locomotive may have too heavy an axle load 
to operate at main line passenger speeds. 

A meeting was held with representatives from Steamrail 
Victoria and Seven-O-Seven Operations. Representing 
V/Line were John Guiry and Peter Martin. The purpose of 
this meeting was to discuss any problems which may arise 
and to keep all parties abreast with information. Time was 
running out to organise the running of these special training 
trips before Christmas, so it was decided to put them off until 
the re-commencement of the steam season around Easter 
1997. 

The three R class locomotives were weighed at the weigh- 
bridge at Kensington on Wednesday 2 April 1997. The result 
of this was that two of the locomotives passed (R707 and 
R761) and one failed (R766). Later after modifications, 
another weighing was done at the renovated weighbridge 
at Newport Workshops. Subsequently, all three R class 
locomotives weighed in satisfactorily commensurate with 
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R707 and N472 at Spencer Street station on the 15 50 down Bendigo pass. Tues.27.5.97 John Dare 


the normal set standards and were comparable with the axle 
load for the N class diesel locomotive. 

Training classes were held and conducted by Brian Eaton 
and Peter Martin. Subsequently, all five enginemen passed 


their theoretical examination. A roster was planned which 
would allow for three trips for each engineman concerned. 
A fully qualified steam locomotive driver was rostered on as 
fireman on the first day of each trip as is the usual practice. 
The subsequent trips were manned by the trainee driver and 


. 


STEAMRAIL 


a qualified fireman. Two of the trainee drivers involved in the 
programme were not familiar with the Melbourne to Bendigo 
line and had to acquaint themselves and subsequently pass 
an examination to enable them to operate trains over this 
section of track. These two enginemen were temporarily 
transferred to Melbourne for their training. 

Before the commencement of operations, Peter Martin 
visited the Bendigo locomotive servicing area to check what 
was needed to efficiently service the locomotives during the 


short turnaround time. It was decided that a proper location 
to handle the coal was needed and a more efficient means of 
watering the locomotives was paramount. Intensive nego- 
tiations were undertaken with the Infrastructure department 
to build a concrete coaling platform sufficiently close enough 
to the required coaling area near platform 2. This was com- 
pleted in early 1997. 

Watering the locomotives was still a problem until it was 
decided that it would be a good idea to utilise the little used 
fire attack train. This had been standing idle in Melbourne 
Yard for some time, although serviced on a regular basis and 
manned on days of total fire ban, it was very seldom used. 
Several inspections were carried out by Peter Martin and the 
V/Line Traction Running Manager, Kevin Penny, to investi- 
gate if this method of watering would prove successful. It was 
apparent that the main pump on the fire attack train was more 
than sufficient to cater for the requirements. In addition there 
was a supplementary pump which could be used for hosing 
down ashes, etc. 

Many hours of negotiations were undertaken with the 
Infrastructure department to convince them of the need for 
this equipment. Three V/Line Movements Inspectors, (Peter 
Martin, Brian Eaton and Brian Ward) were fully trained and 
certified in the operation of the fire attack train in prep- 
aration for its use. 
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An agreement was reached and the fire attack train was fully 
serviced and moved from Melbourne Yard to Tottenham 
Yard in preparation for transfer to Bendigo. During the time 
the train was stored at Tottenham Yard minor vandalism to 
some wagons occurred and several parts had to be renewed. 
A week before the first steam trip to Bendigo commenced, 
the fire attack train was moved to Bendigo and permission 
was obtained from the supervisor of the locomotive main- 
tenance facility to place the wagons in the old fuelling point. 
Maintenance of the fire attack train during its stay at Bendigo 
was undertaken by the local Infrastructure department and 
the use of a local contractor. Coaling of locomotives was to be 
undertaken by the use of the normal procedures at Newport 
and by the use of a contractor at Bendigo who had worked 
for Steamrail Victoria before. Direct negotiations with this 
contractor were held on a daily basis in the event that there 
was any alterations to the scheduled days running. 

A special set of instructions was prepared and distributed 
to each driver operating the training run. One set of instruc- 
tions was for the steam locomotive driver and another for the 
diesel locomotive driver on each train. These instructions 
contained a detailed list of all events that were to take place in 
so far as the operation of double heading was concerned. On 
one trip to Bendigo on Wednesday 9 April 1997, R761 ran a 
hot bearing on the big end of the connecting rod at Kangaroo 


R761-N452-A78-X42 power out of the 40 km/h curve at Castlemaine and commence the long climb towards 
Elphinstone with 2296 tonnes behind the drawbar. Fri.30.5.97 Roger Gillard 


Flat and had to be left at Bendigo for repairs. The other two 
R class locomotives carried on with the training programme. 
After R761 was repaired, it was scheduled to return to Mel- 
bourne on No.9084 goods, double heading with the regular 
steam locomotive on Monday 14 April 1997. Unfortunately it 
turned out on the day that the down working was cancelled 
owing to other factors, so this unique operation was never 
to happen. 

Several days before the commencement of operations a 
visit to Bendigo was made to ensure that all tanks on the fire 
attack train were full, batteries charged and the pumps 
worked flawlessly. There was enough water capacity to last 
several days and this was topped up as required. Consultation 
was had with the coal contractor to ensure on time delivery. 
Security and safety arrangements were another concern and 
this was co-ordinated by the Operations department and 
V/Line Passenger at Bendigo. 


It was originally intended to begin the training programme 
on week days over a five week period as from Tuesday 1 April 
1997. Unfortunately due to an acute shortage of available train 
running crews and locomotives at the time, the training runs 
were constantly being cancelled at short notice on the day. 
By the third week only three trips had operated to Bendigo as 
planned. On another two occasions when a shortage of avail- 
able diesel locomotives occurred on the day, the steam loco- 
motive was utilised instead on the regular 17 19 (No.8125) 
Spencer Street to Bacchus Marsh passenger service, returning 
empty cars back to Melbourne. This prevented the cancel- 
lation of the Bacchus Marsh service, while the 15 50 down 
Bendigo service operated with the normal rostered N class 
loco which would have still accompanied the R class to Ben- 
digo for passenger carriage headend power requirements. 
Eventually it was decided to cancel the remainder of the pro- 
gramme and re-commence it later during May when train 
crew and locomotive resources should become more readily 
available. Finally on Monday 12 May 1997, the training pro- 
gramme re-commenced again for a three week duration. 


During the normal training runs to Bendigo, as well as the 
unexpected trips to Bacchus Marsh, on time running was 
generally achieved, causing surprise to many interested 
onlookers and regular commuters. V/Line Freight depart- 
ment even utilised, on more than one occasion, the ability 
to convey an extra 420 tonnes that the R class could haul on 
the return working with No.9084 goods ex Bendigo. A five 
minute additional stop was added into the schedule of 
No.9084 goods at Sunshine to allow the R class to uncouple 
and run light engine back to Newport where it was stabled at 
the end of the day to again be facing in the correct direction 
for its next turn of duty. 


A training programme such as this has never been under- 
taken on this scale by any railway in Australia in the modern 
era. The extensive training manuals are unique and bring 
steam training into the 1990s and beyond into the next cen- 
tury. This would never have happened without the co-oper- 
ation and belief of many people, in particular, John Guiry. 
Many thanks must also go to Steamrail Victoria and Seven- 
O-Seven Operations for the marvellous work in supplying 
the required locomotives to meet such a heavy demand. 
Operating a steam locomotive involves the removal of used 
ash that has been dropped after cleaning the fire at Bendigo, 
and thanks must go to local Bendigo steam fireman, Chris 
Wurr, for his voluntary efforts. Thanks must also in particular 
go to the enginemen who were involved in this historic event. 
Who without their hard effort, none of this would have come 
to fruition. A lot of people had to have their thinking changed 
to reflect the fact that steam locomotives, especially R class, 
are not too old and are still more than capable of meeting 
today’s train scheduling requirements. 
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RIDING THE TRAINING RUN 


Tuesday 27 May 1997 finds steam locomotive R707 having 
been lit up early at Newport in time for the crew to meet 
a 15 00 departure tender first to Spencer Street. On arrival 
at Spencer Street platform 2, it couples onto N472 to allow 
a full train examination to be completed. As usual a group 
of interested onlookers gather around R707 to watch pro- 
ceedings while V/Line Movements Inspector, Peter Martin, 
discusses with the driver of N472 how he would like him to 
be involved in the running of No.8027 passenger train to 
Bendigo. 


Many drivers had never previously driven a diesel loco- 
motive double heading with a steam locomotive on a train 
before, so this was a change from their usual routine to which 
many were happy to have been rostered on as their day’s job. 
The diesel locomotive was still required to provide headend 
power to the passenger carriages, as well as supplementary 
motive power to assist the steam locomotive as required in 
maintaining the 135 minute high speed main line passenger 
timetable to Bendigo. 


All too soon at 15 50 an announcement is made for passen- 
gers to board the train and a blast from R707’s whistle sees 
No.8027 passenger train on its way. For a short time the after- 
noon peak hive of activity stops to witness the departure of 
this Great Northern main line bound passenger train, consist- 
ing of a three car N set. The driver of N472 sets his loco in idle 
for the short run to St Albans in order to give the crew on 
the steam locomotive opportunity to gently warm up the fire 
and get accustomed to the handling of R707. This was the 
third and final run for Ballarat based driver Lou Perna on 
this Bendigo run before he was to become a qualified steam 
locomotive driver. 


Steaming through the suburban area to St Albans at 
80 km/h, many commuters waiting on platforms watch in 
amazement at this spectacular sight, so similar to by gone 
days of the R class steam hauled Geelong Flier and the mighty 
S class steam streamliner on the Spirit of Progress. At St Albans 
a short stop is made to pick up passengers and upon leaving 
the electrified suburban terminus it is standing room only 
on the train. 


Passengers sit back to now take in the experience of some 
high speed running as the N class comes ‘on line’ to assist the 
steam loco. Passing Taylors Road level crossing just north of 
St Albans the speed has easily accelerated to 115 km/h and 
motorists on the adjacent Calder highway climbing the 
l-in-67 grade near Diggers Rest are left far behind. 


Nearing Sunbury one short whistle from R707 warns the 
driver of N472 that we are approaching the first of five speed 
restrictions of 30 km/h for R class locomotives passing over 
various bridge structures during the journey to Bendigo. 
Accordingly we reduce speed until having passed over a 
bluestone viaduct when four short whistles from R707 indi- 
cates that the steam locomotive has cleared the viaduct and 
maximum speed can once again be resumed. 


Running non stop through Sunbury people line up on the 
platform to witness our run through before we come to a halt 
at the tiny one carriage length platform at Rupertswood to 
allow school children from nearby Salesian College to join the 
train. A former 30 km/h speed restriction over the Jacksons 
Creek viaduct had recently been abolished and this allows 
R707 the opportunity to get up a good run of speed before 
tackling the rising 1-1n-50 grade up the valley towards Clarke- 
field. The exhaust from R707 echoes in the deep cutting as 
the N class assists to see the train ascend the grade summit at a 
record 89 km/h. Now the crew on R707 face a continual climb 
to Woodend with stops at Riddells Creek, Gisborne and 
Macedon. At these stations still more people line the track- 
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Above: There is still an ‘old world’ magic about steam at night. The crew of R761 spend a quiet 
moment in the platform at Bendigo prior to departure for Melbourne 


Below: Later in the same night the crew are hard at work as R761 wakes up Malmsbury in grand 
fashion. Fri.30.5.97 Both photos Roger Gillard 
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side to witness this spectacular sight in the late afternoon 
light as the train continues to maintain its 115 km/h high 
speed timetable. 


Just on dusk, arrival at Kyneton sees road traffic waiting at 
the wooden interlocked level crossing gates while commuters 
linger on the platform to take in the sight of another spec- 
tacular departure. Slowing briefly for more speed restrictions 
over the Malmsbury and Taradale viaducts, speed is quickly 
resumed again for the climb up to Elphinstone tunnel. After 
passing through the tunnel darkness is now upon us and 
R707 shuts off to roll down grade using the dynamic braking 
of the N class to pass over the Pyrenees highway bridge speed 
restriction and into Castlemaine. 


Meanwhile in the cab of R707, steam fireman Lindsay 
Walker, makes a quick adjustment to the fire before it’s off 
again for the final section into Bendigo. Driver Perna gives 
R707 ‘the gun’ in an effort to make up time which had 
been lost in the suburban area, to slow again for the final 
speed restriction over Buckeye Creek near Ravenswood. 
R707 goes full speed into Big Hill tunnel and finally the 
distant lights of the Golden City can be seen. Slowing for 
the single track turnout into Bendigo yard, the train sedately 
arrives into platform 1 to be met by more interested on- 
lookers. 


Promptly the locos are detached to allow N472 to run 
around and form No.8044 passenger train back to Melbourne, 
while R707 rests in platform 2 to be coaled with the assistance 
of a front end loader. At 18 20 the pass. departs for Spencer 
Street and R707 moves slowly down the yard to the loco 
depot where with the aid of the fire attack train, the loco is 
quickly watered using the petrol pumps which enable several 
thousand litres of water to be pumped into the loco tender 
within a short time. 


The crew make some urgent repairs to the driver’s side 
lubricator which had become dislodged during the high 
speed run from Melbourne. The loco then disappeared into 
the confines of the loco shed where it is quickly turned on 
the electrically operated turntable in company with two 
T class locos stored under cover inside the shed. While the 
crew have a quick bite to eat, No.9084 freight from Deniliquin 
arrives into Bendigo yard hauled by X44 and A81. Here A81 
and some freight loading are detached while N455 off the 
16 33 down passenger train ex Melbourne is attached to 
the front of the freight train. 


All too soon it is time to attach R707 onto the front of 
No.9084 goods ready for the homeward journey. V/Line 
Movements Inspector, Brian Eaton, has discussion with the 
driver of N455 regarding train handling procedures required 
for the trip back to Melbourne. At 20 30 following the arrival 
of a Sprinter set from Melbourne, R707 gives a long whistle 
to acknowledge its presence to another crowd of interested 
onlookers at the end of the yard who have gathered to wit- 
ness our departure. With 2018 tonnes in tow, the next three 
hours would see R707 battling five steep gradients during 
the testing journey back to Melbourne. 


Within the cosy interior of his loco cab, the driver of 
N455 is able to view the glow of R707’s open firebox in the 
night sky during the up grade climb to Big Hill tunnel. Speed 
is now down to 40 km/h as the combination of both steam 
and diesel struggle up the steep climb leaving the suburbs of 
Bendigo. The darkness of the night is frequently broken 
by the lights at back doors and front porches of farm houses 
as people await the passing of this spectacular sight. Finally 
the top of the grade into Big Hill tunnel is reached and the 
down grade is welcome. On the footplate of R707, Lindsay 
Walker has taken to hand firing for awhile in an effort to gain 
more steam pressure due to poor quality coal. 


. 


The rising grade to Porcupine Hill again slows the goods 
train down to a walking pace as the battle continues. A short 
stop is made at Castlemaine to check on the lubricator and 
shake down the fire before all too soon the next 25 minutes 
sees us continuing the slow slog upgrade to Elphinstone tun- 
nel. Passing the nearby Loddon Prison, a ‘cock-a-doodle-doo’ 
from R707 informs the inmates of our progress, while still 
more onlookers gather trackside in the crisp night air to watch 
us struggle up the steep 1-in-50 grade. The night is now cold 
and moisture on the rails causes R707 to slip slightly. Brian 
Eaton has now taken over firing for a period while driver Lou 
Perna listens intently for any tell-tale sound of the locomotive 
slipping again. The tunnel is entered and another down grade 
greets the crew before passing over the Taradale and Malms- 
bury viaduct speed restrictions. 

Another short stop is made at Kyneton to check R707 
before the down hill run from Woodend and over the top of 
the Great Dividing Range to Macedon. Stations are now 
deserted as we continue to speed through. Soon the distant 
lights of Melbourne become more visible and are a welcome 
sight to the crew. 

Approaching St Albans a red signal greets us and the signal- 
man advises that we will follow the last up suburban train. 
Soon we are on our way again and arrive into Sunshine 
at 23 45. Here R707 is detached to run light loco back to 
Newport, leaving N455 and X44 to continue with No.9084 
goods into Tottenham Yard. 

So concluded the successful passing of Lou Perna in his 
steam locomotive driving exam and tomorrow night an- 
other driver would begin his test on the Great Northern 
main line. 

The author wishes to thank Peter Martin for his contribution 
of information in relation to the preparation and implementation 
of the steam driver training programme for this article. 


TABLE No. 1 
LOCOMOTIVE COMBINATIONS OPERATING 15 50 
(No.8027) SPENCER STREET - BENDIGO PASS. 
Mon.12.5.97 
Wed.14.5.97 
Mon.19.5.97 


R766-N459 
R761-N455 
R766-N475 
R707-N474 
R761-N452 


Tues.13.5.97 
Thurs.15.5.97 
Tues.20.5.97 
Thurs.22.5.97 
Tues.27.5.97 
Thurs.29.5.97 


R707-N464 
R707-N464* 
R761-N462 
R766-N463 
R707-N472 
R707-N472 


Wed.21.5.97 
Mon.26.5.97 
Wed.28.5.97  R761-N456 
Fri.30.5.97 R761-N456 


*N464 caught on fire and became a total failure at Kyneton leaving R707 
to haul the train solo on to Bendigo causing a 29 minute delay. 


TABLE No. 2 
LOCOMOTIVE COMBINATIONS AND LOAD 
TONNAGE OPERATING 20 30 (No.9084) BENDIGO- 
APPLETON DOCK GOODS (EX DENILIQUIN) 


Mon.12.5.97 R766-N456-G515 2183 tonnes 
Tues.13. 5.97 R707-N466-A66-X37 1579 tonnes 
Wed.14.5.97 R761-N461-A60-X34 1637 tonnes 
Thurs.15.5.97 R707-N451-A66-X42 2455 tonnes 
Mon.19.5.97 R766-N461-A71-X39-T408 2166 tonnes 
Tues.20.5.97 R761-N466-A77-X44 1920 tonnes 
Wed.21.5.97 R707-N454-A79-X44 2221 tonnes 
Thurs.22.5.97 R766-N455-A77-X40 1780 tonnes 
Mon.26.5.97 R761-N453-X33-A62 2500 tonnes 
Tues.27.5.97 R707-N455-X44 2018 tonnes 
Wed.28.5.97 R761-N458-X43-A62 2451 tonnes 
Thurs.29.5.97 R707-N469-X37-A79 2677 tonnes 


Fri.30.5.97 R761-N452-X42-A78 2296 tonnes 
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SHIFTING HOUSE 
— MRPS on the move — 


For most people shifting 


i hings are slightly different when 
your landlord would like you to leave 
and you have to shift 3 locomotives, 26 
carriages, wagons, vans, etc, and all 
your railway related property. This is 
what the Mornington Railway Preser- 
vation Society faced in 1997. 

Around the start of the year, the 
Federal Government conducted a 
review of defence force operations. 
Options for the Royal Australian Navy 
included closing HMAS Cerberus or 
consolidating all general entry training 
for the Army, the RAAF as well as the RAN onto HMAS 
Cerberus, already used for RAN general entry training. 

Should either option have been adopted, it would mean 
that it would no longer be possible for the MRPS to continue 
to be based at HMAS Cerberus. Accordingly, Defence Depart- 
ment Chiefs in Canberra decided that the MRPS should be 
asked to move out by the end of June 1997. 

This situation became apparent quite clearly about mid 
February 1997, giving just over four months for the MRPS to 
complete all tasks required to move out. The major task 
included upgrading the track from Baxter to Moorooduc 
to a transfer standard, constructing sidings at Moorooduc, 
extending the Moorooduc security compound, and conduct- 
ing undergear checks and repairs on all items of rollingstock. 

Work started almost straight away on the upgrading of the 
track between Baxter and Moorooduc. A shed had already 
been erected on the up side of Moorooduc Highway to house 
a motorised trolley and sleeper replacer which had been 
donated incomplete some time earlier by Puffing Billy. This 
saved having to transfer these pieces of equipment across 
the busy Moorooduc highway every Saturday. 

Every Saturday from February to 12 July, the track gang 
working from Moorooduc towards Baxter replaced over 500 
sleepers to bring the track up to transfer standard. Labour was 
supplied by MRPS volunteers and people on community 
service orders. 

At the same time as the track upgrade was being con- 
ducted, the undergear and the brakes of every piece of 
rollingstock had to be inspected and in some cases repaired 
and replaced. Around this time it became definite that 6(ORM 
could not be expected to be passed for mainline clearance due 
to sections of the body being outside the loading gauge, the 
result of an accident before coming into MRPS possession. 
As well as this, the MRPS learnt that their Track Chief, ATC1, 
would have to go by road, either driven or on the back of 
a truck, as the railways did not recognise the Track Chief as 
a railway vehicle. In the end it was trucked to Baxter then 
driven on rail to Moorooduc, conducting a track inspection 
along the way. 

As a departure date of July-August was starting to look 
likely, a ‘Farewell to Cerberus’ steam day was planned for 
Sunday 8 June and run with great success. Over 1300 people 
travelled on the shuttles between Crib Point and the platform 
at HMAS Cerberus with K163 hauling 65AW-27BU-45BE- 
57BE. The last passenger train to depart Crib Point for 
Cerberus left about 15 30. 


Mark Russell 


house, when there is a new 
house to shift into, it involves 
a fairly simple set of 
arrangements with a 
removalist company, usually 
having made the choice to 
move of their own free will 


After the success of ‘Farewell to Cer- 
berus’, MRPS members kept on pre- 
paring for the move, with some 
putting up to six days per week unpaid 
towards making the move a reality. 
Several dates were suggested for the 
move, but Grand Final night (Saturday 
27 September) began to emerge as the 
clear favourite. This assumption was 
backed up when head office asked one 
of the local drivers based at Crib Point 
if it would be possible to stable the 

* three MTH carriages from the local 
Stony Point pass. at Hastings that night instead of at 
Crib Point, the usual stabling position. 


While preparations were continuing, 60RM had been sold 
to a Melbourne based preservation group and transferred 
from Crib Point on Saturday 16 August, an event already 
covered in NEWSRAIL (p321, Oct. 97). The new owners had 
repaired the DERM to allow a transfer at speeds of up to 70 
km/h. The current plan for the move involved every piece of 
rollingstock going in one long train hauled by K163 and the 
locomotive off the Stony Point pass. The consist of the train 
and shunting at Baxter would be arranged so that K163 would 
enter Moorooduc first, then carriages/wagons/vans, etc and 
finally T334, which was most likely to cause damage to the 
track due to its higher axle load. 


While preparations continued, other dates for the move 
were suggested and decided upon, Saturday 11 October and 
Sunday 12 October. While possible to complete all tasks for 
a move on Saturday 27 September, many MRPS members felt 
the extra two weeks breathing space would be helpful in case 
something went wrong or any unforseen problems arose. 
Personally I was very happy at the prospect because I was on 
the other side of the world on 27 September! Thankfully I did 
not have to make the choice between the two events of a 
lifetime. 


With the date of the move finalised, and a decision made 
that the move was to be by two trains, a major shunt at HMAS 
Cerberus was held on Saturday 4 October. Ten hours were 
spent putting the vehicles into the correct order based upon 
coupler type, braking strength and eventual destination. 
While most remaining vehicles were headed for Moorooduc, 
former ARHS carriages 3AV, 45 ABL and West Coast Rail- 
way’s steam loco D*688 were going to the WCR depot at 
Ballarat East. 


Over the preceding few months leading up to the move, 
the compound at Moorooduc was enlarged and two dead end 
sidings connected to the main line at the down end were laid. 
A portable building was also brought in for an on site care- 
taker to live in. 


The day we all had been waiting for, Saturday 11 October, 
finally arrived. It was a nice sunny morning when T334 con- 
ducted the final track patrol at HMAS Cerberus around 11 00. 
Once the track patrol was completed there was not very much 
happening for the next few hours, so it was a good time for 
some lunch. The local milk bar at Crib Point makes the best 
hot chips on the Mornington Peninsula. 


The action started at around 16 00. 65AW and 5CV were 
swapped from their respective trains providing SCV-45BE- 
27BU as the main carriages for members, with refreshments 
available in 5CV. The rollingstock was hauled out of Cerberus 
in four separate rakes, the first one leaving behind T334 
at 17 00. 


As the evening and mosquitoes started to set in, K163 
hauled its first rake to Crib Point, returning light to Cerberus 
a little later. While some members may have been sorry to 
leave HMAS Cerberus, they were very glad to leave some of 
the most vicious mozzies that they knew. 


The cold wind had started to set in after dusk, and while 
a nuisance, it may have been responsible for driving away 
the mosquitoes. It made the job of being the final flagman to 
protect the gangway inside Cerberus a little less pleasant. 
Finally at 23 35, K163-65AW-20ZB-VLPY129-K177-586ZL- 
180T-12CM departed the platform at HMAS Cerberus with 
the last train for Crib Point. 


The West Coast Railway train had arrived the previous 
evening to collect the vehicles going to Ballarat East. With 
this train and the trains for Moorooduc, Crib Point was the 
busiest it had been for many years, if not the busiest of all 
time. At one stage there were three separate trains, five 
operating locos and all three roads at Crib point yard 
occupied. It would be highly unlikely that Crib Point would 
see traffic levels like this again. 


‘After being made up, the second train pushed back past 
the up home arrival signal to allow the last train that 
K163 hauled from Cerberus to attach itself to the back of 
the WCR train. K163 and its vehicles were to be detached 
at Baxter and then proceed onto the Mornington line, this 
occurred between 01 00 and 02 00 Sunday morning. T369 
and T1363 hauled the WCR train which left Crib Point at 
about 23 30 Saturday night. A62 on the second transfer 
train had pulled into Crib Point platform before the WCR 
train had departed from No.2 road. Consist for this train, 
number 9160 from Crib Point to Baxter was T369-1T363- 
VZDY27-60ZD-45ABL-30AV-19ZD- VBCW38Q-D'688 
(dead)-VBCW37H-700BK-711BK-714BK-951WAL-65AW- 
270T-586ZL-K177 (dead)-VLPY129-20ZB-12CM-K163 (in 
steam), for a total of 836 tonnes and a length totalling 384 
metres. 

On time at 00 30, now on Sunday 12 October, special goods 
train 9540 departed Crib Point for Baxter, 8 years and 9 
months after the MRPS first moved into HMAS Cerberus. 
Consist for this train was A62-57BE-2CW-73HD-13CM- 
24AW-157W-45BE-27BU-5CV-T334(dead)-35C-278W- 
582ZL-180T-730T-59RM-98G-3ABL-604ZD-58BE. 
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The journey itself was fairly uneventful with stops at 
Bittern, Hastings, Somerville and Tyabb to check the axle 
boxes. Staffs were exchanged at Hastings and Somerville. At 
Hastings we passed the three MTH carriages stabled off the 
Stony Point pass. The last down pass. had terminated here 
the evening before with road transport provided instead 
for the passengers. Stops just to check axle boxes were only 
for a few minutes, although the stops at Hastings and 
Somerville were for about 10 minutes each. 

After a couple of stops between Somerville and Baxter due 
to concern over 13CM’s axle boxes, we finally arrived at Bax- 
ter at 03 20, over one hour earlier than scheduled. After the 
vehicles were placed by T334 on the Mornington line, (A62 
could not pass the mainline points), MRPS workers on the 
line were only interested in only one thing, sleep! 

A62 returned to Hastings and because of the early running, 
collected the three MTHs back to Crib Point. It was originally 
intended for the first up pass. on Sunday morning to originate 
at Hastings connecting with road transport from Crib Point. 

Sunday was a day some members had been waiting 13 years, 
since MRPS’s formation to see. At 08 25, K163-65AW-20ZB- 
VLPY129-K177-586ZL-270T-12CM, departed for Baxter and 
arrived at Moorooduc at 09 00, much to the excitement of the 
large crowd that had gathered there. This rake was shunted 
into the first siding, then K163 returned to Baxter to collect 
the second rake of vehicles. This rake was K163-58BE-604ZD- 
3ABL-98G-59RM-180T-730T-582ZL-278W-35C. Once this 
had arrived at Moorooduc, T334 hauled the third rake of 
vehicles, consisting of SCV-27BU-45BE-152W-257W- 
24AW-13CM-73HD-2CW- 57BE, arriving at Moorooduc at 
11 30, 16 years and 4 months since the last train, which was 
hauled by T356 had run along the line. 

During the transfer of the three trains, MRPS flagmen 
protected the level crossings at the Frankston-Flinders Road, 
and at the Moorooduc Highway, assisted by two members 
of the Victoria Police. 

After the arrival of the third train, there was a small amount 
of shunting to put the third rake into the second siding and 
the second rake onto the platform track, and to put T334 at 
the head of number one siding. K163 was placed at the head 
of the platform road and ATC1 was put at the head of number 
two siding. The arrival was then complete. 

To celebrate the arrival, MRPS members had a lunch pro- 
vided for them where the original eight members from the 
MRPS’s formation in 1984 present cut a cake dedicated to 
the arrival. 

Since this massive weekend, the MRPS has been fortunate 
to secure a grant to reconstruct the platform at Moorooduc 
and another grant enabling the purchase of 500 sleepers. 
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MORNINGTON 
LINE 
ACTION 


Above: The Frankston - Flinders 
Road is protected by a flagman 
due to the flashing lights 

being disconnected as K163 
approaches with the first train 
on Sun.12.10.97 


Centre: T334 shunts the down 
end of No.2 road at Moorooduc 


Below: The second train from 
Baxter crosses Moorooduc Road 
All photos Mark Russell 


Opposite: T363 is stabled at 
Crib Point as the rollingstock 

is sorted out prior to the big 
move. A62 is in the platform on 
8501 Frankston pass. Sat.11.10.97 
Darren Wood 


ae 
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SOUTH EAST 
LAST FREIGHT TRAIN TO 
SALE: Approximately five months 
prior to the last Lang Lang sand 
train operating, V/Line Freight ran 
the last regularly scheduled freight 
train beyond the junction of the 
Maryvale line to Sale on Fri.5.9.1997. 
The last freight train from Sale 
(No.9460) was hauled by N454 and 
consisted of two wagons with a load 
of 73 tonnes. 

Sale Freight gate is now served by 
a private road contractor (believed to 
be National Logistics) from the rail 
head at Morwell. 


NORTH — Shepparton - 
Bendigo - Echuca 


ADDITIONAL STOP AT 
SYDENHAM: Since Tues.14.4, the 
16 37 Melbourne to Bendigo train 


Centre pages: Who ever thought 

we would have seen steam hauled 
mainline freight trains in 1997? 

A dream comes true on Fri.30.5.97 
as R761-N452-A78-X42 head 9084, 
20 30 Bendigo - Appleton Dock 
goods which originated in Deniliquin 
Roger Gillard 


NR97-BL27 lead 1NP2/9821, 09 40 Steel Link service 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


abet ot Sy aes 


on Mon.1.6.98 Jamie Fisher 


has stopped at Sydenham to relieve 
overcrowding on the 16 41 
Melbourne to Sunbury service. 


LOCOS AT SHEPPARTON: 

Sun.3.5: P22, X42, A85, N461. 

Sun.10.5: X39, X46, P20, N472. 

Sun.17.5: N454, P22, X39, X47. 

Sun.17.5: 31RT at Pivot Fertiliser 
siding Congupna. 


NORTH WEST — 
Dunolly - Mildura 


MILDURA TURNTABLE: The 
turntable commissioned at Mildura 
in August 1997 has been used to 
reverse diesel locomotives on a 
number of occasions. 

During April, radio problems on 
X36 resulted in X46 being turned on 
Tues.21.4 and Thurs.23.4 to lead on 


up trips. 
WEST — North Geelong - 


Ballarat - Maryborough - Cressy 
- Ararat 

$310: This loco has been regularly 
sighted during April and early May 
on grain/gypsum traffic on the 
Ouyen - Panitya branch. 


ex Melbourne as it climbs upgrade towards Moorabool 


GHERINGHAP: Interesting 
locomotive combinations 


included: 


Wed.22.4: 

X42-S301-X31-30 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 03. 

NR82-BL31-G522-69 wagons (9701) 
on down at 21 00. 

Thurs.23.4: 

G515-S306-23 wagons (9123) on 
down at approx. 17 00. 

Fri.24.4: 

NR89-NR96-C504-C506-44 wagons 
(9821) on down at 11 52. 

G525-X39-S301-35 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 41. 


Sat.25.4: 

NR82-NR75-AN11-31 wagons (9821) 
— inc. Westrail $2109 (S2107 cabs) 
on down at 11 11. 

Mon.27.4: 

A77-S310-S306-10 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 01. 

Tues.28.4: 


NR85-DL47-40 wagons (9712) on up 
at 08 20. 


G531-X38-62 wagons (9753) on 
down at 21 10. 

Wed.29.4: 

G541-G540-CLP14-25 wagons (9756) 
on up at 07 37. 

A77-S310-52 wagons (9137) on down 
at 15 30. 


G527-S306-25 wagons (9123) on 
down at 17 38. 


Thurs.30.4: 
G535-G536-G538-G530-G528- 
41 wagons (9752) on up at 10 23. 
Friis: 
NR93-BL35-BL31-60 wagons (9702) 
on up at 07 46. 
G515-G513-G514-43 wagons (9121) 
on down at 13 40. 


G527-S310-34 wagons (9137) on 
down at 17 14. 


Sat.2.5: 

G531-X38-57 wagons (9754) on up at 
08 58. 

Mon.4.5: 


G521-X47-A79-B61 (WCR)- 
50 wagons (9137) on down at 
17 27. 


“Tues.5.5: 
G516-S310-X39-P22-38 wagons (9137) 
on down at 16 02. 
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Wed.6.5: 

G521-A79-X47-46 wagons (9137) on 
down at 16 11. 

CLP17-CLP8-G530-G531-18 wagons 
(9755) on down at 21 24. 

Thurs.7.5: 

G516-S310-27 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 25. 

Mon.11.5 

CLF1-CLF4-G530-61 wagons (9754) 
on up at 08 27. 

NR-DL41-42 wagons (9714) on up at 
08 50. 

G540-G542-G534-G533-49 wagons 
(9752) on up at 14 18. 

G516-X42-S310-51 wagons (9137) on 
down at 16 24. 

Tues.12.5: 

NR80-DL41-70 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 35. 

Wed.13.5: 

G525-S310-S301-26 wagons (9121) on 
down at 13 22. 

G515-X33-X42-P19-30 wagons (9137) 
on down at 15 19. 

Thurs.14.5: 

X31-A79-T409-30 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 53. 


G516-T390-18 wagons on up at 10 43. 


Fri.15.5: 
G515-T390-18 wagons (9136) on up 
at 10 43. 


Sat.16.5: 
G527-G524-T408-44 wagons (9126) 
on up at 08 15. 


METROPOLITAN 


V/LINE PASSENGER 
ALTERATIONS FOR THE 
GRAND PRIX: To cope with 
Grand Prix traffic on Sun.8.3, V/Line 
Passenger ran the following 
additional trains: 


07 00: Geelong - Spencer Street, 
2 x FSH (8 cars) 
17 35: Spencer Street - Geelong, 
2 x SH (6 cars) 
06 40: Ballarat - Spencer Street, 
2 x FSH (8 ie 
06 30: Bendigo - Spencer Street, FLH 
(4 cars) 


07 10: Seymour - Spencer Street, FSH 
18 30: Spencer Street - Seymour, FSH 
06 30: Traralgon - Spencer Street, FN 
06 30: Stony Point - Frankston, SH. 


V/Line Passenger also increased 
the size of a number of regular 
scheduled trains on the Geelong, 
Ballarat, Bendigo and Traralgon 
corridors. 


Loadings on most of the 
additional trains appeared to be light 
from casual observation. 


——— eee 
Due to a shortage of the usual MTH trailers, A66 hauls set SH35 and PH van on 8509, 16 30 Frankston to Stony Point pass. 
between Hastings and Bittern on Sat.7.3.98 Darren Wood 


CONTAINERS 
STATE WIDE 


eee eee ee 
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Above: CLF1-CLP12 leads 1AM3/9756 Patrick superfreighter 
through Lara at 1155 on Mon.1.6.98 
Below: H3 arrives at Bandiana in the state’s far north east with 


loading off 9691 superfreighter that was picked up at the 
Wodonga coal sidings. Wed.3.6.98 Both photos Jamie Fisher 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


A Monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


WEST COAST RAILWAY 


On Fri.23.3 the following WCR rol- 
lingstock was stabled in Warrnambool 
yard after the departure of the V/Line 
Freight goods for Melbourne Freight 
Terminal (No.9220). 


Locomotives: B61 and S311. 


Carriages: ACZ252, BK714, BS201, 
BS206, BRS224, BRS225 and BZ269. 


Vans: CP291, VLCX212H and 
VLCX534Q. 


In addition, a complete train con- 
sisting of $302-CP294-ACZ255- 
BZ270-BRS229-BS207 was stabled in 
the platform. This train arrived in 
Warrnambool at 21 17 after having 
departed Melbourne at 18 00 and was in 
position to form the 06 35 departure 
next morning. 


700 CLASS PASSENGER CARS: 
WCR took delivery of four former 
South Australian Railway (SAR) 700 
class steel cars at their Ballarat East 
depot on 8.7.1994. Three have since 
been returned to traffic as BK class cars 
in the WCR blue, white and grey livery 
on the following dates: 


700: Mon.23.2.98 
711: Mon.23.3.95 
714: Thurs.26.3.96 


They are currently used on special 
excursions and to provide additional 
capacity during peak periods, such as 
Senior Citizens Week. The fourth car 
(709) is currently stored at Ballarat East 
waiting to be restored. 


These cars were originally built at 
Islington Workshops and entered 
service on the following dates: 

700: July 1940 

709: June 1941 

711: July 1941 

714: September 1941 


Islington workshops built a total of 
fifteen 700 class cars and each accom- 
modated 56 second class passengers in 
a semi-open saloon with a central aisle. 


The 700 class cars were used on all 
the locomotive hauled broad gauge 
SAR country passenger trains, includ- 
ing those serving Mount Gambier 
(after this line was converted from nar- 
row to broad gauge), Port Pirie, Tailem 
Bend, Terowie and Victor Harbor. 


709 was unique in that it was the 
only carriage of the class to be fitted 


with pressure ventilation when built, 
although this equipment was later 
removed. 


In December 1981, the ownership of 
the cars currently belonging to WCR 
passed from Australian National to a 
private company known as Steam Age. 
This company acquired a number of 
former SAR steel cars (Nos. 501, 502, 
601, 603, 604, 605, 607, 700, 707, 708, 
709, 711, 713 and 714) and also recov- 
ered R766 from a park at the front of 
Bendigo station. 


The R class and most of the SAR 
steel cars were eventually restored to 
traffic. They were used to form a new 
steam hauled excursion train then 
known as the Melbourne Limited that 
made its first run in June 1985. The 
train ran to a number of locations in 
country Victoria, including Ballarat, 
Bendigo, Colac and Swan Hill. Unfor- 
tunately the company ran into financial 
difficulties and the ownership of the 
carriages passed to a new company 
called Australian Vintage Travel 
(AVT) in mid-1987. 

AVT re-named the train the Southern 
Cross Express and converted it to stand- 
ard gauge in late 1987. The train then 
ran excursions from Canberra and 
Sydney to Melbourne and was hauled 
by diesel locomotives. 


AVT went into receivership in July 
1988 and its fleet of carriages was even- 
tually sold to a number of different 
organisations. During this period, 700, 
709, 711 and 714 received little atten- 
tion from their owners, and this did 
not change until WCR acquired the 
cars in the mid-1990s. 


SPRINTERS 


SPRINTER 7010: Work started in 
February on repairing Sprinter 7010 at 
the Goninan factory at Bendigo. This 
Sprinter, along with 7019, had been 
extensively damaged in a shunting 
accident at Spencer Street on 
20.11.1996. 


It is believed that 7010 will be retur- 
ned to traffic in the middle of the year 
(possibly by the end of June). 


CARRIAGES 


MODIFICATIONS TO BS8207: Fur- 
ther to p.94 of the March 1998 issue, 
BS207 was fitted with pneumatically 
operated sliding doors at each end of 
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the carriage when it was repainted. 
These doors are operated by either 
pushing a button located beside the 
door or stepping on a foot treadle. 


A retention toilet was also installed 
in the Ladies toilet at the same time 
(the men’s toilet still uses a normal S 
car chute toilet). The retention toilet is 
apparently on trial and is a non-recir- 
culating type. 


ACZ257 MODIFICATIONS: 
ACZ257 was outshopped in the West 
Coast Railway (WCR) blue and white 
livery in March 1998. It is the last of 
the six Z type cars owned by WCR to 
be painted in the corporate livery. 


ACZ 257 also received new seat 
coverings of the same distinct pattern 
as BS 207 and BRS 229, new grey car- 
pets, blue curtains with the WCR pat- 
tern and an automatic sliding vestibule 
door at the west end (similar to BS 
207) when it was repainted. In addi- 
tion, the seat frames have been painted 
white in lieu of being left in their 
original natural metal finish. 


NEXT RED AND BLUE N SET 
OUTSHOPPED: Set N12 was out- 
shopped from Newport workshops on 
Wed.22.4 after undergoing a scheduled 
lift and general overhaul. It was re- 
painted from the orange and grey 
colour scheme to the red and blue 
livery as a part of this work. N12 also 
received the following modifications 
during overhaul: 


= The original three diesel alternators 
(1 under each car) were replaced by 
two 6-cylinder diesel alternators 
(one mounted under the BRN and 
the other under the BN) that sup- 
ply all the power requirements for 
the set. N12 is the second set to run 
with this arrangement (N6 was the 
first). 


= The air conditioning condenser fans 
were replaced by new high capacity 
units to improve the reliability of 
the system in extreme temperatures. 
N12 is the second N set to be fitted 
with these fans at Newport (N17 
was outshopped from Newport 
with these fans in December 1997). 


MTH CARS FITTED WITH 
AUTOMATIC TICKET 
MACHINES: On Mon.4.5, MTH102 
was at Newport Workshops having its 
ticket vending machine installed. The 


other three MTH cars used on the 
Frankston - Stony Point line were out- 
shopped from Newport with their 
machines installed on the following 
dates: 

MTHI101 — Tues.21.4 

MTH103 — Fri.3.4 

MTH104 — Mon.27.4 


PH POWER VAN IN NEW 
LIVERY: Power van PH453 was out- 
shopped from Newport workshops on 
Tues.12.5 after an extensive overhaul. 
During the overhaul it was painted in a 
new dark blue livery (the same colour 
as the roof and sill of country passen- 
ger stock) rather than the light grey 
that these vehicles have used since 
entering service in 1984. 


STORED AT NEWPORT: On Mon. 

4.5, the following country passenger 

stock was noted in storage within 

the dis-used East Block at Newport 

Workshops: 

ACZ256, ACZ260, BS203T, BS215, 
SJ281H, $J282H, $J283H, SJ284H, 
SZ287H. 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


Both ACZ260 and BS203 still carry 
the damage incurred in the Werribee 
accident of September 1995. 


BS218 ENTERS NEWPORT FOR 
OVERHAUL: BS218 was transferred 
to Newport Workshops on Mon.27.4 
for a lift and repaint. 

It will be the first S type car to carry 
the V/Line Passenger red and blue 
colour scheme when it is outshopped 
at the end of June. 


V/LINE PASSENGER FLEET 
REPORT 


Wed.10.6. 


LOCOMOTIVES OUT OF 
SERVICE: 

= Newport Workshops: 

N469 withdrawn Mon.23.3 — 
complete component overhaul. 
# South Dynon Workshops: 
N459 withdrawn Sun.7.6 — 
component changeover. 

= Somerton (Clyde Engineering): 
N471 withdrawn Wed.20.5 — 
trunion modifications. 


SPRINTERS OUT OF SERVICE: 
Sprinter out of service for “D’ exam: 
7006 withdrawn on Fri.15.5, antici- 
pated return to service Fri.19.6 


CARRIAGES OUT OF SERVICE: 
= Newport Workshops: 
BZN266: Withdrawn Mon.6.10.97 — 
lift and general paint, spring park 
brake modification. Conversion ex 
BZ. 
ACZ256: Withdrawn Mon.6.10.97 — 
lift required. 
BS218: Withdrawn Mon.27.4 — lift 
and general overhaul. 
BCZ251: Withdrawn Mon.25.5 — 
panel upgrade. 


HOPPER WAGONS 


VHFX (Phosphate) and VHDX 
(Dolomite) hopper wagons were pres- 
sed into grain traffic between Carwarp 
and Sunshine during the 1996-97 grain 
harvest. A rake of wagons have been 
stored at Ouyen for over 12 months, 
however they had been returned to 
traffic on Mon.4.5 and were noted 
being loaded at Carwarp. 


G517 works NRC empty Lysaght and Mereenie oil shunt off the Port loop towards the Islington freight terminal, 
Adelaide. Wed.25.3.98 Roger Evans 
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WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


TENDERS 


Expression of Interest closed 13 May 
V/Line Freight Corporation, Fast 
Track, for the provision of road 
transport of palletised freight for 
country Victorian destinations. 


Tender B98005 closed 13 May 
Bayside Trains for the removal of 
graffiti from all railway stations in 
the Western District within the 
Metropolitan area from 1 July 1998 
to 30 June 1999. 


Tender B98006 closed 13 May 
Bayside Trains for the removal of 
graffiti from all railway stations in 
the Southern District within the 
Metropolitan area. 


Tender H98071 closed 20 May 
Hillside Trains for the removal of 
graffiti from all railway stations in 
the Clifton Hill and Burnley groups 
of lines. 


Tender H98076 closed 15 May 
Hillside Trains for supply and deliv- 
ery of glass for Comeng and Hitachi 
suburban trains including wind- 
screens, saloon windows, door 
windows and mirrors. 


T408 
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Tender B97298 closed 21 May 
Bayside Trains for the design, sup- 
ply, delivery and commissioning of 
one or two battery powered special 
purpose built material handling 
vehicles for the carriage mainten- 
ance building at Newport Work- 
shops. 

Tender B98007 closed 15 May 
Bayside Trains for the refurbishment 
and fit-out of a customer services 
employees’ depot at Caulfield 
station, platform No. 1. 

Tender B98011, closed 12 June 

For the provision of electrical energy 
to low and high voltage traction and 
non-traction 160+ MHw contestable 
sites plus the re-tendering of 750+ 
MHw contestable sites. 

Tender B98003, closed 12 June 
Bayside Trains for the replacement 
of bridge bearings on the Flinders 
Street to Spencer Street old viaduct. 
Tender B98016, closed 30 June 
Bayside Trains for the construction 
and fit out of a central control build- 
ing for a train management facility. 
Tender H98088, closed 16 June 

For the leveling of platforms 4 and 5 
at Flinders Street station. 


@ 
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T408 with a concrete sleeper discharge train working at Jewell Station. Mon.8.6.98 Darren Wood 


The scope of work includes: 


— Alter existing platform furniture, 
service pits, steps, ramps and 
handrails to suit the new plat- 
form level. 


— Construct new concrete slab to 
suit new platform levels, includ- 
ing earthworks 

— Install ceramic tiles to new plat- 
form surface. 


Tender 98091, closed 1 July 

For cleaning of suburban trains and 

train maintenance building facilities 

for a period of 12 months. The con- 

tract involves the daily cleaning of 

approximately 900 train carriages at 

29 sites and six carriage maintenance 

facilities buildings. The major parts 

of the carriage cleaning components 

are: 

— Daily minor interior cleaning, 
including graffiti removal 

— Major interior cleaning on a 
cyclical basis 

— Post maintenance cleaning as 
required 

— Removal of graffiti murals on 
exteriors of train carriages as 
required. 


MELTON STATION 
EXTENSION 


Tenders were advertised on Fri. 
26.12.97 to extend the existing timber 
station building at Melton to provide a 
fully enclosed waiting room and inter- 
nal toilets. Tenders closed on Fri.28.1 
and the contract was awarded on 
Fri.20.3. It is anticipated that the works 
will be completed in mid-1998. 

The Transport Minister, Mr Robin 
Cooper, turned the first sod for the 
new extension on Thurs.2.4. A port- 
able booking office relocated from 
Hallam and a portable public toilet 
arrived on the same day. 

On Fri.8.5, the slab was poured for 
the extension, whilst on Mon.11.5, the 
first sections of the frame were erected. 


NEW BUILDING FOR 
DRIVERS AT SPENCER 
STREET 


An administration and amenities 
building for V/ Line Passenger drivers 
has been erected at the North Mel- 
bourne end of platform 1 at Spencer 
Street station. The building is a pre- 
fabricated unit that was delivered in 
two halves. The first section arrived on 
Mon.2.3, whilst the second half arrived 
on Wed.4.3. 

Administration staff started to move 
into the building on Mon.16.3, whilst 
drivers moved in on Sun.22.3. 

The new building was officially laun- 
ched and named The Gerald Dee Com- 
plex at a function held on Wed.18.3. 
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COUNTRY STATION 
REPAINTING 


The task of repainting Violet Town 
and Springhurst stations was com- 
pleted on Thurs.26.2, whilst Broadford 
and Euroa were completed on Fri.27.2. 

Tallarook is now the only station on 
the North Eastern line that has not 
been externally repainted since May 
1995. 

The interior of Woodend station 
(including the toilets) was repainted 
in February. In addition, a section of 
the platform surface was resealed. 


MELTON RAILWAY BRIDGE 


The State Government has allocated 
$2.5 million to upgrade the Melton 
Reservoir viaduct on the Ballarat to 
Melbourne line. 

Constructed in 1886, the viaduct 
extends 375 metres across the Melton 
Reservoir with wrought iron lattice 
towers carrying an iron superstructure. 
The work includes replacing the tim- 
ber deck with steel, complemented 
by re-welding and attachment of new 
brackets to cross-girders, as well as 
strengthening of the viaduct around 
the water line. 

This will allow the speed limit to be 
raised from 80 km/h to 115 km/h and 
extend the life of the bridge for 
another 25 years. 


ELTHAM TRESTLE BRIDGE 


The bridge across Diamond Creek at 
Eltham is the last remaining timber 
trestle in the metropolitan area. 
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During May, a pile of pier No.12 of 
this bridge was replaced. In addition, a 
retaining wall of steel uprights and tim- 
ber beams was built to stabilise the top 
of the creek bank between pier Nos. 13 
and 14. 


PORT MELBOURNE 
STATION 


The restoration and conversion of the 
former Port Melbourne railway station 
for commercial purposes was com- 
pleted at the end of April. The building 
is now occupied by a medical practice. 

Port Melbourne station has been 
dis-used since the last train ran in 
October 1987 and the line was con- 
verted to light rail. The light rail line 
has recently been extended to a new 
terminus known as Port Melbourne 
Beacon Cove. 


ELTHAM SLEEPER 
REPLACEMENT 


A number of sleepers were replaced in 
the platform tracks at Eltham and be- 
tween Eltham station and the Sher- 
bourne Road bridge during May. In 
addition, the track was tamped and a 
new bitumen shunters’ path was laid 
beside the track on the Melbourne side 
of the Diamond Creek trestle bridge. 


FLINDERS STREET ‘B’ BOX 


Flinders Street ‘B’ Box was demolished 
at the end of April to make room for 
one of the piers that will eventually 
support Federation Square. 


X34 hauls a sleeper discharge train through Kyabram on Sun.10.5.98 Peter Weickhardt 


NEWSRAIL Ju/y 1998 


PRESERVATION 


BALLARAT SIGNAL BOXES 


A grant of $8,700 has been approved 
from the Heritage fund for the lessees 
of the Ballarat A and Ballarat East 
signal boxes to meet the costs of 
urgent roof, carpentry and paint 
repairs. The buildings are part of the 
extensive Ballarat railway complex and 
are currently used by the Ballarat Rail 
Promotion Group. 


HERITAGE REGISTER 


The following items have been added 
to the Victorian Heritage Register: 

= Werribee railway station, Werribee 
on 17 April 1997 

Ornamental tramway overhead 
poles, Bendigo on 14 August 1997 
Bendigo tram sheds, Bendigo on 
18 September 1997 

Upfield railway line precinct, Bruns- 
wick on 23 October 1997. 


MOUNT GAMBIER & 
DISTRICT RAILWAY 
SOCIETY 


The Mount Gambier & District Rail- 
way Society have announced that the 
Limestone Coast Railway is an ac- 
credited broad gauge operating tourist 
railway in the state of South Australia. 

They are currently finalising their 
lease application with Australia South- 
ern Railroad and trains are scheduled 
to operate from Mount Gambier to 
Penola with extension to Coonawarra 
on a monthly basis, with plans to 
ultimately extend the service for both 
public and charter tours. 


BEAUFORT 


The Pyrenees Shire Council has re- 
ceived requests for a community radio 
station to be set up in the former Beau- 
fort railway station. 

West Coast Railway have com- 
menced discussions with the council 
on the option to remove the exist- 
ing steam locomotive D641 located 
at Wotherspoon Park. The removal 
would be on the basis of no cost to 
the Council and a plaque be attached 
to the restored locomotive recognis- 
ing the Wotherspoon family and the 
Pyrenees Shire. 


EMERALD TOURIST 
RAILWAY 


With the completion of the link be- 
tween Belgrave and Gembrook, work 


News from the preservation scene 


is well under way for the official open- 
ing on Sun.18.10.1998. The official 
‘opening’ train will depart Belgrave at 
10 30 with the official guests for the 
opening ceremony. 

The first commercial train to operate 
on the newly opened line will depart 
Belgrave at 10 00 to carry the welcom- 
ing crowd. 

Prior to this it is planned to operate 
‘shakedown specials’ to allow the 
members and volunteers to become 
familiar with the new line. These will 
commence in mid-September through 
to early October. 

Normal operation is to commence 
on Mon.19.10 utilising four-train run- 
ning, with the 11 15 departure ex Bel- 
grave to arrive Gembrook at 13 00. On 
the return journey, departure from 
Gembrook will be at 15 00 with arrival 
at Belgrave at 16 43. In the peak sum- 
mer period with six-train running it is 
proposed the Gembrook trains would 
depart Belgrave at 10 40, 12 10 and 13 40, 
with the up trains departing Gem- 
brook 13 25, 15 15 and 17 10. 

The new operation will require a 
reschedule of the tasks of loco crews, 
guards, conductors and the station 
staff covering SMs, booking clerks and 
refreshment staff. As Puffing Billy is 
a ‘Peoples’ Railway’, PBPS are looking 
for additional volunteers to assist. 


STEAMRAIL 


The status of the Steamrail locomotive 
fleet is as follows: 


STEAM FLEET: 

= D*639 and K183 are in service. 

= K190 has recently returned from 

Korumburra and undergone its 

annual boiler inspection. Smokebox 

repairs, steam valve pistons and 

main pistons are being prepared for 

re-ring and other minor repairs and 

maintenance to be carried out. 

R761 following reassemble and test 

steaming is ready for service. 

= R766 underwent a boiler washout 
following the Deniliquin week- 
ender. 


DIESEL: 

= §313 is in service. 

= B72 has had new sheetmetal sides 
and the oil cooler stack overhauled 
and refitted. The replacement 
engine unit is ready for a full strip- 


down. 
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T356 is acting as yard pilot, west 
block, with T 364 and T395 in ser- 
vice. 

Y164 is yard pilot, tarp shop. 
M231 is undergoing restoration as 
tarp shop pilot. 

M232 is unserviceable and a source 
of parts for M231. 


ELECTRIC: 


= 11162 is in service following the suc- 
cessful return to service on Sat.28.2. 


ROLLINGSTOCK: 
Work in the carriage department 
includes: 


= 80BW (formerly 61ABW) has 
undergone cleanup and sanding 
with some minor repairs to external 
body prior to painting. 

46BE (formerly 10BDSE) has struc- 
tural work complete and is ready for 
new stickwork to be applied. Over 
40 new windows are required to be 
built and fitted. 

Moorabool was recently painted and 
its Art Deco lettered name applied. 
Prior to a charter for West Coast 
Railway an axle-driven generator 
and a replacement airconditioner 
compressor had to be fitted 


BALLAN STATION 


Ballan railway station is to be given a 
new lease of life with local service clubs 
to lease the station and sub-let space to 
an employment agency to train and 
provide staff. 

The proposals include the option of 
creating employment for local people 
with disabilities or other local unem- 
ployed persons. It could also create an 
opportunity for service clubs to under- 
take restoration and historic programs 
with the possible future use as an art 
gallery. 

The Ballan Koalas Services Club 
have recently received a grant to re- 
store the historic water tank. 


Nothing to do on 


TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the 
ARHS Archives on the down 
platform at Windsor 
from 8 p.m.? 


See you there! 
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Above: Limestone Coast Railway’s Red 
Hen car 405 inside the Cellulose Pulpmills 
factory. Sun.15.3.98 Roger McCormack 


Left: GM36 enjoys the sun at Mildura on 
Mon.22.9.97. Why was it there with such a 
big train? Full report next issue Peter Foote 


Opposite above: The Limestone Coast 
Railway organised a tour over the broad 
gauge lines around Mount Gambier over 
the weekend 15-16.3.98 using trolleys. 
Here they rest near the Victorian/South 
Australian border at Rennick 


Below: Kalangadoo had the sun trying to 
shine as legs were stretched during a great 
weekend Both photos Roger McCormack 
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TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, correspondence and bits and pteces 


RESPONSE TO READER’S 
QUESTION 


The following responds to the ques- 
tion on Hitachi trains printed on p.230 
of the July 1997 issue. 

The last 20 Hitachi motor cars 
(Nos.218M to 237M) were delivered 
with the pantograph mounted to the 
rear of the car body. This change was 
introduced to reduce the pressure on 
the overhead system when two three- 
car units were coupled together by 
increasing the space between panto- 
graphs. 

Presumably these cars trialed the 
concept before it was adopted as stan- 
dard on Comeng trains. 

An excellent photo by Peter Vincent 
of 218M shortly after it was completed 
appears on p.247 of the October 1980 
issue. 


MORE ON LIVESTOCK 


ARTICLE 


Further to the article on livestock, 
March issue, p.78: 
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The stockyards and races at Camper- 
down and Derrinallum are still intact 
and in surprisingly good condition. 
The Camperdown races still have rail 
access, whilst the siding serving the 
Derrinallum races has been lifted some 
time ago. 

The yards, but not the races, still 
stand on the Melbourne side of 
Bacchus Marsh station. 

In addition, a gate from the stock- 
yards that were once found within Bal- 
larat station yard still stands in Nolan 
Street, Ballarat, whilst the sheep races 
(but not the cattle races) at Ballarat 
Cattle Yards on the Redan branch 
are still in place. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Mr Robert Lilburn of Bacchus Marsh 
writes: 

Further to the informative article on 
VR turntables in the March NEWSRAIL, 
there were two small turntables on the 
line from Fawkner to Somerton during 
AEC service, only large enough to fit 
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an AEC railmotor. Also dual gauge 
turntables existed at Wangaratta and 
Moe. 

Also a small broad gauge turntable 
was in situ behind the No.2 shed at 
Elwood tram depot, large enough only 
for a single truck car, which enabled 
the single truck cars to be turned every 
six months or so to even out the 
effects of weathering. 


Why Not SuBSCRIBE 
AnD HAvE NEWSRAIL 
Home DELIVERED? 


Details — 


ARHS MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO 
MELBOURNE 3001 


The good old days of suburban goods trains. T406 has finished shunting at the Chrysler siding at Upfield before 
moving to the Ford siding. Wed.25.10.79 Late Geoff Bryceson 


TRAIN HOBBY PRESENTS 


LIMITED EDITION ’A2’ TRAIN HOBBY PRINTS 
Only $29-95 at your hobby shop or posted free anywhere in Australia. 


Printed on 300gsm gloss art board with protective clear varnish applied. 
EACH POSTER IN THIS SERIES IS CAREFULLY CHOSEN FROM A SERIES OF OUTSTANDING 
KODACHROME SLIDES OF IMPORTANT HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 


Each edition is limited to just 250 prints; with all prints stamped and numbered. 


Delivered flat or rolled ina 70mm canister. A2 (594x420mm including border) 
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Titles available: Available direct through 


VR double ’S’ class on the ‘Overland’, Parwan 1959. P. Ralph. (Now available) TRAIN HOBBY PUBLICATIONS 
NSWGER C3801 - C3830 pass at Table Top 1962. P. Ralph. (Now available) P.O. Box 5005 Studfield. Victoria 3152 


Classic VR country station, Murtoa 1961. M. Schrader. (Limited numbers available) (03) 9801 1210 or your local hobby shop. 


NSWGR Goulburn passenger train. G. Pantlin. (Now available) 
NSWGR, C30T Cowra goods. M. Schrader. (Now available) 
Ararat Yard, F. Cross (Now available) 


All posters are produced from digitally 
scanned and restored images, printed ona 
4 colour press to the highest standards. 


S” Class “38” Class 


Murtoa “421” Class 


Cowra Goods Ararat 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL'S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also hav 
lists available of books and magazines we have for sale in the shop. For a list 
please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for 
the asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. 
recently. Write, ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, 
Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always 
interested in buying your surplus railway and tramway books, tickets, badges, 
postcards, etc. 


WANTED 


The Ararat Railway Centenary Book (1975), in good condition. lan Stanley, 
RMB 348, Beaufort, 3373. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. 
All advertisers are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on 
request. Charges: Based on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2 per line 
per month. Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge for 
all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


THE GREAT RAILWAY 


US BAEK ASAIN 


SAT. 22 AUGUST 1998 
10 am to 3 pm 


With Bells On 


St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall 


Malvern Road, Gardiner 
(close to the Junction with Burke Road) 


BRANCH LINE 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


ne 5 5 5 x i 5 5 a . 
TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 

Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


TRUS ENGINE SkUaD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
EFTPOS — VISA — MASTERCARD — BANKCARD 
Shop 29, Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 


2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.SW. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


VR Diesel & Electric Loco Fleet 


Pictorial Record CD-ROM 
Now in production, due May 1999 


For details or interest in contributing please contact: 
Peter J Vincent, 5 Flintoff Court, Mill Park, 3082 
Email: pjv@alphalink.com.au 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties and special functions. 
Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


NEWSRAIL July 1998 


sail 


A close up view of CLP13 in the new Australian Southern Railroad livery. Appleton Dock. Fri.5.6.98 


STEAM HAULED PASSENGER TRAIN 
15 50 (8027) Spencer Street to Bendigo 
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